SAFE CUSTODY
I don't know whether you'll believe it, but I don't
think you'll find it dull."
" Regale me/' said Palin, " regale me. I will regale
my body, and you shall regale my mind. And please
begin at the beginning and don't leave anything out."
I must say he made a good listener, for though the
tale was long, he never once opened his mouth, except
to eat, and after a while he seemed to forget his
breakfast and sat with his eyes upon Hubert and a
hand to his chin.
When the tale was told, he started up to his feet.
" Count me in," he cried. " I've eaten enough of
the lotus. Besides, when you've come by your rights,
I can return to my isle. I can say what you want in
German and I can tide you over financial shoals."
" We're not going to law," said Hubert. " We're
going to take off our coats."
" Glory be," said Palin.   " When do we start ? "
" To-night," said Hubert. " We're rather tired of
walking and so we propose to begin by stealing one
of our cars."
"A very natural impulse," said Palin. "Would
you like me to wear a mask ? "
" Are you sure you mean this ? " said I. " We're
only too happy to have you, but we may be buying
trouble of an unpleasant kind."	• 1
" Trouble be damned," said Palin. „" Of course you
needn't have me, but for me to decline to come in
would be kicking against the pricks. That I want to
come in is nothing: I'm clearly meant to come in."
He folded his arms and set his back to a tree. " Two
crowds are after your secret, besides yourselves.
One's Harris & Co,, and the other's the House of
Haydn. Well, you know something of Harris: but
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